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Board 
approves 
campus 
planning 
review 


New centre 
will promote 
science 
education 


by Robie Liscomb 


process 

UVic’s board of governors has approved 
the terms of reference for a review of 
the role and structure of the campus 
development committee (CDC). 

The terms were developed following 
consultation with the community this 
spring. The review is one of the major 
action steps identified in the university’s 
campus plan adopted by the board on 
May 12. 

The three-member review team will 
be chaired by Dr. Marsha Hanen, 
president of the Calgary-based Sheldon 
Chumir Foundation for Ethics in 
Leadership and former president of the 
University of Winnipeg. The other 
members are Tom Austin, former vice- 
president operations at Royal Roads 
University and an active volunteer with 
CRD Parks and the Pacific Centre 
Family Services Association, and Dr. 
Eric Higgs, director of UVic’s school of 
environmental studies and chair of the 
board of the Society for Ecological 
Restoration International. 

Biographies of the review team 
members are available online at uvic.ca/ 
campusplan. 

The team will review the role and 
structure of the CDC to ensure an 
effective campus planning process that 
harmonizes future growth and 
development with the university’s 
commitment to promote sustainability 
in campus planning. The team’s 
responsibilities include making suitable 
recommendations for the future 
planning process at UVic. It is aiming 
to provide a report to UVic President 
David Turpin by the end of October. 

The team will review existing 
legislation, policies and procedures, 
consult with the community, invite 
submissions and prepare a report with 
concrete recommendations. This re¬ 
port will inform the president’s sub¬ 
sequent recommendations to the board 
on the university planning process. 

The review team is inviting written 
input on the structure and function of 
the CDC and the university planning 
process by September 15. Submissions 
should be directed to the office of the 
university secretary, room 410, Business 
and Economics Building, PO Box 
1700, Stn CSC, Victoria, B.C. V8W 
2Y2 or by e-mail to usec@uvic.ca. 

The review team will also hold 
public meetings in the fall so that 
members of the community can 
provide ideas and suggestions in 
person. 

Over the summer months, the 
review team will be examining the best 
practices at other universities. 


Lasting legacy 


Lekwungen artist Butch Dick works on a "grandfather sun"—the top portion of a special housepost commissioned by UVic's Class 
of 2003 as its legacy to its alma mater. Looking on is class president Kris O'Cheek. The 4.5-metre post, fashioned out of a single 
red cedar log, "represents a desire by students to recognize the university's role in empowerment through sharing knowledge 
and increasing understanding between peoples," says O'Cheek, who graduates this month with a degree in social work. UVic 
is situated within the Lekwungen (Songhees and Coast Salish) ancestral territory. The housepost will be erected in front of the 
Student Union Building in a ceremony on June 7. "This location was selected because the SUB is the students 'house' on campus," 
says O'Cheek. "Traditionally, a housepost was an integral part of the structure of a bighouse [living quarters] and was an artistic 
and spiritual representation of activities taking place inside the building." The housepost project was funded by the class of 2003 
and the university. 


A new centre launched by the faculty 
of education will help provide 
teachers with the tools they need to 
develop a more scientifically literate 
populace and to inspire Canada’s 
next generation of scientists. 

The Centre for Excellence in 
Teaching and Understanding 
Science (CETUS) aims to help 
teachers move beyond a traditional 
textbook-dependent approach 
toward more innovative and 
creative teaching methods for 
elementary and secondary school 
students in B.C. 

“The new centre is dedicated 
to the ongoing professional 
development of teachers,” says 
CETUS director Dr. David Blades 
(curriculum & instruction). 
“Working with teachers, we’ll 
develop mentorship programs 
that encourage science education 
leadership in school districts. We’ll 
also develop curriculum resources 
and establish a network of educators 
and scientists committed to helping 
teachers understand and teach 
science effectively.” 

A grant of $250,000 to support 
the first five years of CETUS 
operations is being provided by 
the Imperial Oil Foundation, 
which has played a key role in 
stimulating Canadian school science 
education. 

“Our vision is to help build a life¬ 
long learning system in Canada that 
ranks among the best in the world,” 
says Barbara Hejduk, president of 
the Imperial Oil Foundation. “By 
helping to improve the teaching 
of math, science and technology 
in our classrooms, we believe we’re 
making the best possible investment 
in Canada’s future.” 

CETUS will assist elementary 
and middle school teachers from 
Vancouver Island and the Gulf 
Islands who are interested in 
becoming teacher-leaders for 
science education in their districts. 

CETUS ... cont'd p. 3 


UVIC A LEADER IN CAMPUS ENERGY CONSERVATION 


by Marni Friesen 


UVic has won an Energy Innovators 
Initiative Award from Natural 
Resources Canada’s office of 
energy efficiency— the result of an 
energy assessment that found UVic 
consumes less energy than almost 
any other postsecondary institution 
in the province. 


The 2002 energy audit by Prism 
Engineering Ltd. found that UVic 
was second only to Vancouver 
Community College in energy 
efficiency. 

The secret of UVic’s success is 
decades of ongoing effort, according 
to Gerry Robson, executive 
director of facilities management. 


come from lighting retrofits,” he 
says, “but another big factor is that 
buildings constructed on campus 
in the last 15 years have been 
designed with energy efficiency as 
a priority.” 

The Centre for Innovative 
Teaching and the Engineering Lab 
Wing, built during the 1990s, are 


“Significant energy savings have cases in point. The latter won B.C. s 


Power Smart Award for Excellence 
for Institutional Construction, in 
large part due to the use of the 
Visionwall system, which includes 
insulating window glazes and light 
shelves that help keep the building 
cool and maximize natural light. 
The Engineering Lab Wing alone 
saves UVic 723,000 kilowatt-hours 
ENERGY... cont'd p. 2 



























UVic cyclists promote 
pedal power 


World-renowned archaeologist joins 
distinguished professor ranks 



Oleson 


A university record-tying 40 teams 
from across campus took the Bike 
to Work Week commuter challenge 
this year. 

The total matches the mark set by 
UVic cyclists last year and represents 
a hefty proportion of the 362 teams 
registered region-wide. The 2003 
edition of the environmentally 
friendly, community-based event 
wrapped up June 1. 

Teams compete in different 
workplace categories to win prizes 
for the highest participation rates 
and encourage the use of bicycles 
as commuter transportation. 

According to John Holland, chair 
of UVic s bicycle users committee 
and one of the reasons behind UVic s 
strong showing, it demonstrates that 


per year, enough energy to serve 73 
single-family homes. 

More than 80 per cent of all 
UVic’s indoor lighting has been 
retrofitted to use less power, 
increasing efficiency by 30 to 40 
per cent. UVic also avoids air 
conditioning, using it only in 
sensitive areas such as computer 
labs, the biology department’s 
snake lab, or the fine arts slide 
library. Campus-wide monitoring 
systems allow facilities management 
to effectively control heat and 
ventilation levels according to 
season and time of day. 

Efforts to save on power have 
been ongoing since solar panels 
were installed to heat the McKinnon 
pool in the early 80s, and over the 
years, facilities management has 
always looked for other ways to 
conserve. The latest UVic initiatives 
include investment in alternative 


cycling is a reasonable way to get to 
work with the result that “people 
pick up the habit and keep on 
cycling.” 

As UVic grows, Holland says, its 
one way to get people out of their cars. 
“Instead of sitting in your car cursing 
the traffic, you can listen to the birds 
and smell the flowers on the way.” 

As The Ring went to press, 
the total number of UVic cyclists 
participating this year had not 
been calculated, but in 2002, 450 
faculty, student and staff pedallers 
took part. 

For the third year in a row, 
UVic was a major sponsor of the 
event. The financial support came 
from vice president finance and 
operations Jack Falk. 


energy sources such as mini-hydro 
and wind power, by purchasing 
“Green Power” certificates from 
BC Hydro. 

Lynn Barde, UVic’s sustainability 
coordinator, emphasizes that energy 
efficiency on campus is part of an 
overall sustainability plan that includes 
promoting alternative transportation, 
and trying to limit UVic’s overall 
impact on the environment. 

“Not only do we reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and lower 
our resource consumption by being 
energy efficient,” says Barde, “but 
we save money as well. It just makes 
sense all around.” 

In the upcoming year, facilities 
management will continue its efforts 
in the area of energy efficiency by 
further investigating energy-saving 
opportunities that still exist on 
campus and by continuing with 
lighting retrofits. 


by Robie Liscomb 

Dr. John Oleson (Greek & Roman 
studies) has been awarded a UVic 
Distinguished Professorship, the 
highest academic honour the 
university bestows on a faculty 
member. 

Distinguished professorships 
honour faculty members who 
have achieved great distinction in 
teaching and scholarly research 
and have made substantial 
contributions to the university 
and the wider community. The 
professorship is awarded for a five- 
year period, renewable once for a. 
second five years, and comes with a 
salary stipend and annual research 
allowance. 

The first two UVic Distinguished 
Professorships were awarded last 
year to Dr. Larry Yore (curriculum 
& instruction) and Prof. Gerry 
Ferguson (law). 

“Dr. Oleson is a superb teacher 
and an internationally renowned 
scholar, and it’s terrific that we’re 
able to acknowledge and honour 
his contributions in this way,” says 
vice-president academic and provost 
Jamie Cassels. 

Oleson, who came to teach 
at UVic 27 years ago, is one of 
the world’s foremost experts in 
ancient hydraulic technology and 
underwater archaeology. Oleson 
has pioneered the use of current 
advanced technology in the study 
of ancient technology. 

Since 1987, he’s directed 
excavations at Humeima, the most 
important settlement in southern 
Jordan from 80 BC-700AD. The 
dig revealed a sophisticated water 
supply system that supported life in 
the desert settlement. Oleson’s team 
has also unearthed the remains of a 
Roman fort, Byzantine churches, a 
bath, and the home and mosque of 
the politically important Abbasid 
family. 

During the most recent excava¬ 
tion season, Oleson partnered 
with a geophysicist to pioneer the 
use of ground-penetrating radar 


to identify areas of interest for 
further excavation. 

In 2000, Oleson was a key 
scientific advisor on an expedition 
using a U.S. Navy research 
submarine and a remotely operated 
vehicle in the Mediterranean that 
discovered the largest concentration 
of ancient shipwrecks ever found in 
the deep sea. 

Most recently, he’s begun 
archaeological studies of Roman 
hydraulic concrete. The use of this 
concrete, which can be poured and 
cured underwater, made possible 
the construction of harbours for 
the massive food shipments that 
supported the urban populations 
of the Roman empire. Using 
specialized coring devices and 
chemical analysis of concrete 
samples, Oleson is elucidating this 
technology and mapping its ancient 
use. 

Oleson is a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada and one of the few 


humanists to have held a prestigious 
Killam Research Fellowship. 

“A major goal of university 
research is the involvement of 
students,” says Oleson, who 
has included more than 100 
undergraduate and graduate 
students in his excavations in the 
Middle East. 

He’s served his department for 
three terms as chair, been a council 
member of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of 
Canada, contributed his expertise 
to the National Geographic Society, 
the U.S. National Endowment for 
the Humanities, and several BBC 
television productions about 
the ancient world, and held 
the presidency of the board of 
the Friends of the Royal British 
Columbia Museum. 

And as if all this were not enough, 
Oleson is an avid airplane pilot who 
has been performing aerobatics for 
the past several years. 



"Someone will patent the SARS genome and if the 
government doesn't do it, a private company certainly 
will," said Dr. Rachel Roper (biochemistry & molecular 
biology) in a Wall Street Journal article (May 7) on 
patenting the SARS virus. The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and the B.C. Cancer Agency say they both 
plan to seek a patent to keep the information in the 
public domain. Private companies often restrict access 
to patented information or technology. Roper and 
departmental colleague Chris Upton were members of 
the Canadian research team that was the first in the 
world to sequence and analyse the SARS genome. 

"Few places on Earth need help more than the 
Democratic Republic of Congo," wrote Peter 


newsma 


Langille (global studies) in an essay in the Globe 
and Mail (May 27). Langille went on to highlight 
the desperate situation in Congo, where a five-year 
civil war has already killed at least three million 
people. Calling Congo the "next Rwanda," Langille 
argues that Canada should deploy more troops 
soon to avert full-blown genocide in the west 
African country. "Having once been a world leader 
and major contributor to peacekeeping, Canada 
now ranks 31st in contributions to UN operations," 
writes Langille. "But given Congo's crisis, it's 
unlikely that the Canadian people would be satis¬ 
fied with sending military observers or even 200 
troops," the number the government has thus far 
committed. 


ENERGY CONSERVATION ... cont'd from p. 1 


the ^ 


■ inn Vol. 29 No. 9 

® The R m g j s published monthly on Thursdays during the spring and summer by UVic Communications 

Director Bruce Kilpatrick 

The Ring, PO Box 1700, 

Managing Editor Valerie Shore 

University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2Y2 

Tel: (250) 721-7641/7636 

Editorial Assistant Robert Forsyth 

Fax: 721-8955 

Contributors Maria Lironi, Robie Liscomb, Mike 
McNeney, Patty Pitts, Marni Friesen 

e-mail: ucom ©uvic.ca 

Web site: www.uvic.ca/ring 

Advertising Bonnie Light 

388-5321 or ringads@uvic.ca 

The Ring reserves the right to select and edit all 
submissions. Material contained in The Ring may be 
reprinted or broadcast freely without permission. Credit 

Calendar Christine McLaren, ucom@uvic.ca 

is not necessary, but would be appreciated. Canadian 

Printer Island Publishers 

Publications Mail Sales Product Agreement No. 0499137. 



Page 2 The Ring June 5, 2003 


ROBIE LISCOMB 




















Oceanographer named 
dean of science 


by Valerie Shore 

Dr. Tom Pedersen, director of the 
school of earth and ocean sciences 
since last September, will become 
UVic’s new dean of science for a 
five-year term beginning Sept. 1. 

Pedersen was selected for his 
administrative skills, record of 
promoting teaching and research, 
and experience in strategic planning, 
says Jamie Cassels, vice president 
academic and provost, and chair of 
the search committee. 

“We’re delighted to attract 
someone of Tom’s calibre to 
this key position,” says Cassels. 
“He has the energy, enthusiasm 
and combination of vision 
and experience that will bring 
exemplary leadership to the faculty 
of science.” 

Pedersen holds a BSc in geology 
from UBC and a PhD in marine 
geochemistry from the University 
of Edinburgh. He’s internationally 
known for his research on the 
history of Earth’s climate using 
chemical records stored in marine 
sediments. He’s also done ground¬ 
breaking work on the chemical 
behaviour of mine wastes in lakes 
and coastal waters and has served on 
international committees based in 
Europe that coordinate and promote 
research on global change. 

Last summer, Pedersen was 
elected to the Royal Society of 
Canada, the highest accolade for 
a Canadian academic. 

Prior to coming to UVic, 


Pedersen served as a faculty 
member in UBC’s oceanography 
department for almost 20 years. 
For the last two years he was 
associate dean of graduate studies, 
where he was responsible for 
research programs in 24 centres 
and schools. “I was working with 
the full gamut of what a university 
can offer,” he says. “I found it 
completely exhilarating.” 

That experience will come in 
handy as he oversees five UVic 
departments—biochemistry & 
microbiology, biology; chemistry, 
mathematics & statistics; and 
physics & astronomy—as well as the 
school of earth & ocean sciences. 

Pedersen arrived at UVic 
last fall brimming with ideas to 
strengthen UVic’s position as a 
centre of excellence in marine 
science—an area designated by 


Pedersen 



the university to be of strategic 
research importance. “UVic is 
perfectly placed,” he says, referring 
to its geographical location and 
proximity to government research 
centres and private-sector marine 
technology companies. 

“Marine science will still 
be a priority for me as dean,” 
says Pedersen. “But at the same 
time, there are many other areas 
in science that are of strategic 
importance and I’ll be working 
just as hard on those.” 

Pedersen credits outgoing dean 
Dr. Vern Paetkau with creating a 
“clean, comprehensive and crisp” 
administrative structure that has 
simplified the day-to-day operation of 
the faculty. “Vern is leaving the faculty 
in very good shape, both fiscally and 
administratively,” he says. 

Pedersen’s plans for the faculty 
include: a curriculum review 
in all departments; generating 
more endowment support; the 
creation of more faculty positions, 
especially cross-appointments, and 
additional staff positions; more 
interdisciplinary programming; 
and increased “connectivity” with 
the community. 

“There’s a sense that Victorians 
want UVic to become their univer¬ 
sity, but we’re not quite there yet,” 
he says. “I’d like to see them develop 
true pride in the growing reputation 
of the university, and in particular, 
for them to see those areas where 
excellence is obvious. I foresee heady 
days for science at UVic.” 


National awards rain on 
continuing studies staff 


UVic’s division of continuing studies 
scooped up a half dozen national 
individual, program and marketing 
awards at the Canadian Association 
for University Continuing Education 
(CAUCE) conference in Calgary last 
month. 

The division’s long-time director 
of promotion and publications, 
Gail Woods, is the sole association 
member being recognized as an 
honorary member in 2003. Woods, 
who retires from UVic this summer, 
has been a perpetual CAUCE 
award-winner for her design work 
for division publications and 
conferences. 

The division’s professional 
specialization certificate in inter¬ 
national intellectual property 
law, offered in partnership with 
UVic’s law faculty, is a winner 
in the international programs 
category. 

The summer program for 


lawyers and other professionals is 
offered alternatively at UVic and 
at St. Peter’s College in Oxford. 
Courses are taught by faculty from 
the two institutions, the College of 
Law at the University of Illinois 
and lawyers from the program’s 
sponsoring firms: Smart & Biggar 
(Canada); Brinks Hofer Gilson & 
Lione (United States); and Bird & 
Bird (Europe). 

A distance education course, “A 
Dialogue on Values and Ethics,” 
for staff of Human Resources 


CETUS ... cont'd from p. 1 

It will establish a network to provide 
telephone and Internet-based 
support for teachers seeking help 
in understanding science concepts, 
developing teaching strategies, and 
finding research scientists who can 
serve as guest speakers and resources 


Development Canada, BC/Yukon 
Region, won the CAUCE program 
award in the local/regional category. 
It’s offered in partnership with the 
school of public administration. 

The Web site for the division’s 
cultural resource management 
program and promotional materials 
for a continuing studies conference 
each won marketing honours and 
the brochure for the division’s 
business and management program 
(designed by Woods) won for best 
small brochure. 


for school science education. 

The centre will also sponsor 
development and distribution of 
science education resources and 
provide seed funding for educators 
developing projects that support the 
improvement of science education. 
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Book Roadshow comes to UVic 



Are there hidden treasures gathering dust on your bookshelf? All biblio¬ 
philes are invited to bring two treasures from their libraries for free appraisal 
by local experts at the Antiquarian Book Roadshow Saturday, June 7, spon¬ 
sored by the UVic Libraries and the UVic Bookstore. It runs from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in University Centre foyer. Sign up at the door for your appointment 
for a free appraisal of two items by local experts. Enjoy demonstrations 
of book arts, including bookbinding, calligraphy, embossing, gilding and 
book restoration. Strawberry shortcake and tea will be available for a small 
charge. Info: 721-8314. 


Alumni holds its AGM June 11 

The UVic Alumni Association, representing more than 64,000 graduates, 
welcomes participation in its annual general meeting on June 11 at 7 p.m. 
in the University Club. Along with reports from association committees, 
chancellor emeritus Dr. Norma Mickelson and President David Turpin will 
speak at the meeting. A special guest of honour will be Percy Wilkinson, 
a 1926 graduate of the Provincial Normal School for teachers who will 
celebrate his 100th birthday this summer. 

Fitwalk 2003 will be groovy, man 

Dig out your go-go boots, miniskirts, and polyester pantsuits for the an¬ 
nual President's Fitwalk on Thursday, June 19. The event is always a fun 
way to socialize and get some exercise, but this year it'll be even groovier 
than usual as walkers celebrate UVic's 40th anniversary on the Gordon 
Head campus with a fashion tribute to the 1960s. The walk starts at noon 
outside the University Centre. There'll be refreshments, draw prizes and 
a Spirit Award for the most imaginatively dressed team. "It's all about 
encouraging fitness and wellness on campus, and it builds camaraderie 
as well," says recreation coordinator Winona Pugh. If you can't make it 
to the walk, you can still support your department by registering at the 
athletics and recreational services office in Mackinnon 181, and taking a 
stroll around the ring road anytime before June 12. For more information 
contact Karen Alden at 721-8721 or kalden@uvic.ca. 


Inventory assesses accessibility on campus 

Over the next six weeks, summer assistant Dee Statz is conducting an 
accessibility inventory of classrooms for a project sponsored by the equity 
office and the resource centre for students with a disability. Statz is using 
an extensive checklist of a number of features, both inside the classroom 
and getting to the classroom, that may impact a student or instructor with 
a disability. This information will be placed on the Web and will be avail¬ 
able to anyone who needs to check accessibility features of a particular 
classroom or building. For more information about the project contact 
Linda Sproule-Jones at sproulel@uvic.ca or 721-8486, or Laurie Keenan, 
lkeenan@uvic.ca, 721-8223. 

Mount up for the annual Bike Rodeo 

Saddle up, pardner, and head on down to the campus security services 
Bike Rodeo on July 5 from 10 a.m. to noon on parking lot #2 (behind the 
Campus Security Building). The event is open to kids in family student 
housing from six to 12-years-old (as well as children of UVic faculty and 
staff) who want to have fun and learn safe cycling skills. All participants 
will receive treats and prizes but everyone must bring their own bike and 
wear a helmet. Pre-registration is required by contacting Fiona Paszka, - 
campus security services' personal safety coordinator, at 721-8981. 

Where are those #!@?! car keys? 

Memory abilities differ greatly among older adults, but the reasons for this 
are not clearly understood. That's why UVic psychology doctoral candi¬ 
date Patricia Ebert is studying how personal differences—such as moods, 
individual characteristics, and attitudes—influence an individual's ability to 
enhance his or her memory. She's looking for senior volunteers to partici¬ 
pate in a five-session memory intervention program, in which strategies on 
how to improve memory ability will be provided. If you're relatively healthy 
and have not been diagnosed with a memory disorder or dementia (e.g., 
Alzheimer's disease), you're welcome to participate. For more information 
call Ebert at 472-4466 or e-mail pebert@uvic.ca. 

Indigenous governance program goes online 

UVic's ground-breaking indigenous governance certificate program is now 
available online. The program that provides students with the skills and 
perspectives required to lead today's indigenous governments is based on 
a deep respect for indigenous knowledge and traditions as well as a firm 
understanding of Western values. The online program uses one-on-one 
communication, small group discussion and classroom conferencing to 
bring students and instructors together. There is no classroom attendance. 
Courses are available to students worldwide and can be completed from 
home or the office, wherever students have access to a computer and an 
internet connection. The online courses begin in September. For online 
application and program details visit www.uvic.ca/igov or contact Sheila 
Watts at sheilaw@uvic.ca or 721-6438. 




We will bolt your home to its foundation 
for your family's safety during 



80% of pre-1970 homes have no anchor bolts. 
Gravity is all that keeps them on their foundations. 


383-BOLT (2658) 
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UVIC RESEARCHERS SHINE IN FEDERAL GRANTS COMPETITIONS 


Researchers at UVic have once 
again made a strong showing in 
this year’s competitions for research 
funding from the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC), and Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC), receiving grants totalling 
nearly $10 million. 


“These excellent results are further 
confirmation of the high quality of 
UVic’s researchers and their work, 
as judged by national peer review 
in these highly competitive federal 
granting programs,” says UVic vice 
president research Dr. Martin Taylor. 
“Were particularly pleased at the 
strong showing by recently hired 
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Institute of Ocean Sciences 
Pacific Geoscience Centre 

Open House 

June 5 - 8, 2003 

Scientific Exhibits • Public Lectures 
Ship Tours 

Patricia Bay, 9860 West Saanich Road, Sidney BC 

f Thursday & Friday: 9 am - 3 pm | 
l Saturday & Sunday: 10 am - 4 pm ) 


For further information phone : (250)363-6550 
email: openhouse@pac7dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Visit our website: 

ww w-sci .pac. dfo-mpo. gc .ca/ openhouse2003/default_e .htm 
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faculty humanists and social scientists 
and the maintenance of the remarkable 
success rate of previous years among 
our scientists and engineers.” 

In the NSERC results, UVic 
researchers have been awarded 65 
grants totalling $7.7 million for 
research projects and equipment 
across the full range of science and 
engineering disciplines. 


UVic faculty have been awarded 
$2.1 million in new SSHRC 
funding. Twenty UVic projects will 
receive $1.9 million SSHRC standard 
research grants, an increase of 47 per 
cent over last years funding amount. 

The grants will support a wide 
range of research on social, economic 
and cultural topics by researchers 
from the faculties of education, fine 


arts, human and social development, 
humanities, and social sciences. Of 
particular note are four grants, 
totalling over $800,000, to support 
UVic’s researchers in linguistics and 
in education. 

Listings of all projects funded are 
available on the SSHRC Web site at 
www.sshrc.ca and the NSERC Web 
site at www.nserc.ca/media_e.htm. 



New building opens 

The newest building on campus will be unveiled Wednesday, June 18 when a new technology transfer facility—a public, 
private partnership between UVic and Discovery Parks (DP)—opens its doors. Provincial Competition, Science and Enterprise 
Minister Rick Thorpe is expected to be among the invited guests at the official opening. The 3,000 square metre building 
was built by DP on land leased from UVic. DP is the operating arm of the Discovery Foundation, a not-for-profit, non¬ 
governmental organization supporting high-tech research and development in the province. Future benefits to UVic include 
increased placements of co-op students and opportunities for research assistants with the building's tenants. 


UN dub puts diplomacy into action 


by Marni Friesen 


UVic students tested their negoti¬ 
ating skills in an international setting 
by participating in the annual Model 
United Nations Conference in New 
York this April. 

Each of the 180 university 
delegations at the conference 
represented a different nation in 
negotiations that often lasted well 
into the night. UVic’s team won two 
awards: an honorary mention for 
their representation of the U.K.— 
an achievement placing them in the 
top 15 per cent of attendees—and a 
position paper award for the quality 
of the research they contributed to 


the conference. 

“The New York conference 
gives students the opportunity to 
experience simulated diplomacy 
organized around UN rules,” says 
UVic political scientist Michael 
Webb, who has been involved 
with the club since 1998. The fact 
that proceedings coincided with 
the war in Iraq meant that UVic 
students truly put their skills to the 
test, because of the prominent role 
of the U.K. in wartime politics. 

That’s especially true for 
Richard Warnica, the student 
selected to chair the model 
UN Security Council, where 
rebuilding post-conflict Iraq was 


the main issue debated. “It was a 
challenge,” says Warnica, “with the 
U.S. (represented by an Egyptian 
university) on one side, and Syria 
(represented by Brigham Young 
University) on the other, and 
the two of them yelling at each 
other.” 

All winter, the Model UN 
Club meets to do research, practise 
public speaking and raise money for 
travel, preparing themselves for the 
grueling New York event. But it isn’t 
all hard work. As well as learning 
about international politics, club 
president Joanna Ellis says, “Now 
I really know my way around 
Manhattan.” 


Vikes men win golf and rugby titles 


It’s been a championship spring for 
two Vikes men’s teams. 

The UVic’s golf team captured 
the inaugural Canadian university 
golf championship with a one-shot 
victory over Humber College on 
May 29 in Cambridge, Ontario. 
UBC won the women’s team title. 

The UVic team of Justin Clews, 
Shelby Drehar, Todd Halpen and 
Brian Sluggett finished with a 
final-round total of662 to win the 
inaugural event, conducted by the 
Royal Canadian Golf Association. 

“UVic’s golf program only 
started three years ago. We’ve only 
had a women’s team for two years. 
We’ve got a young team that did 
really well. UVic is going to be 
the place for university golf in 
Canada,” says team co-coach Brian 
Carbery. 


Halpen placed second overall in 
the men’s individual championship 
behind Victorias Gary Pike, a student 
at a Texas university, who broke the 
course record of 69 for three straight 
days of play. His total of 200 gave 
him a 14-stroke lead. UVic’s Sluggett 
placed fourth overall. 

Last month, the hard work and 
determination of the Vikes men’s 
rugby team resulted in a 23-17 
victory and the right to be called 
provincial champions. It’s the first 
rugby title for the Vikes in 30 
years. 

The Vikes, coming off a 
crushing 51-14 win in their 
semi-final game over defending 
provincial champion Castaway- 
Wanderers, had no problem 
getting “up” for the final match 
against long-time rivals, James 


Bay Athletic Association. 

The game, played May 3 in front 
of 1,300 boisterous fans at UBC’s 
Thunderbird Stadium, was a tight 
battle from the opening whistle, 
but UVic head coach Doug Tate 
never waivered in his faith in the 
team. “This is a team that plays 
attacking rugby with confidence 
everywhere on the field,” he says, 
“and they can adjust to almost any 
situation thrown at them.” 

With the victory, the Vikes 
captured the Rounsfell Cup 
trophy as the premier division 
champions. The win was a fitting 
end for Vikes players Jeff Williams, 
Scott Eckardt, Mark Lawson, 
Tyler Wish, Rob Cousineau, Tom 
Larisch and Pat Bickerton who 
were all participating in their final 
varsity rugby match. 




































Governor Genera s Si ver Medal 




Perfect GPA 
leads to the top 
of the class 


Cryderman 


Lieutenant Governor's Silver Medal 

When art challenges its own conventions 


A T FIRST BLUSH, there may not seem to be 
.much in common between Middle English 
literature and the artistic experiments of the late 20th 
century, but Lieutenant Governors silver medal (other 
than thesis) winner Kevin Cryderman (English) is 
interested in how writers in these two periods imagined 
their audience as they worked within and against 
artistic conventions and linguistic standards. 

Cryderman is particularly interested in medieval 
literature in English in the late 14th century, a time 
when Chaucer and others were challenging the 
dominant place of Latin, establishing vernacular 
English as a legitimate literary vehicle, and creating 
new artistic vocabularies in the face of strong artistic 
conventions. 

“Something similar was happening during the 
last half of the 20th century with the development 
of experimental forms of film, novels, plays and 
other art forms,” he says. “For instance, Lm curious 
about the parallel between the Middle English 
challenge to Latin and post-colonial subversions 


of the dominant place of standard English within 
global culture.” 

For his master’s project under the supervision of 
Dr. Proma Tagore, Cryderman investigated how two 
post-colonial Caribbean-Canadian writers, Faizal 
Deen and Dionne Brand, used unconventional 
language and literary styles to express identity 
issues they experienced as immigrants. 

Aside from academics, Cryderman writes and 
records his own folk, pop, comedy and rock music, 
and pursues creative writing, particularly prose. His 
first novel, Sex in the Stream of Consciousness (a.k.a. 
Death of the Author), uses pseudo-intellectual 
characters and absurd overuse of allusion to 
satirize the transgression of artistic conventions. 
“Subverting conventions has become another 
convention in its own right,” he explains. 

Cryderman plans to pursue a career in academia 
and is currently deciding between doctoral programs 
at Cambridge University and the University of 
Rochester. 


Kang 


"|% ETERMINATION and focus. 
wJ He has both in spades.” 

Those are the words UVic 
mathematician Bill Pfaffenberger 
uses to describe Ross Kang, 
who graduates this month with 
a BSc in math and computer 
science, and the Governor 
Generals silver medal as the 
university’s top undergraduate. 

“Its just a matter of discipline 
and putting in the time,” says 
Kang, who leaves UVic with a 
perfect grade point average of 
9.0. His academic record is a sea 
of A-pluses, blemished only by 
one A-minus. “I also got an A in 
one graduate course,” he admits 
somewhat apologetically, “but 
it didn’t count toward my 
program.” 

Kang’s accomplishments 
fulfil the promise he showed 
at Mt. Douglas Sr. Secondary 
when math teacher Dave 
Barker urged him to enter 
math competitions and take 
math courses at UVic. He did 
both, graduated from high 
school with straight A’s, and 
won a $ 10,000 UVic Excellence 
Scholarship. 

While at university, Kang 


competed several times in the 
Putnam math competition, the 
premier math event for North 
American undergraduates. His 
personal best was 164th place, 
putting him in the top six per 
cent of participants. 

Earlier this year, Kang won 
a UVic Blue and Gold Circle 
award for combining scholastic 
achievement with community 
involvement. He volunteered 
at Victoria General Hospital, 
helped organize the annual 
Terry Fox Run, and served 
on the executives of the UVic 
badminton club, and the math 
and statistics course union. 

For his part, Kang remains 
low-key about his mathematical 
abilities. “When I say I study 
math, the other person usually 
says ‘Oh, I was bad at math’ 
and wants to end the discussion 
there,” he says. “I guess math 
isn’t easy for everyone. It’s not 
easy for me either.” 

His interests lie at the 
intersection of math and 
computer science, known as 
discrete mathematics. “It has 
to do with counting things,” 
says Kang, who is currently 
working as a research assistant 
in the University of Waterloo’s 
department of combinatorics 
and optimization. This fall he 
heads to graduate school for a 
PhD. 

No doubt there he’ll use 
the same time management 
principles to guide him. “Figure 
out how to get everything done, 
and allocate the right amount 
of time to each thing,” he says. 
“That’s the key.” 


Cormier 


Jubilee Medal - Social Sciences 


Grad blends learning and 
adventure on road to medal 


S PENDING MORNINGS hiking 
volcanic hills, visiting a crater 
lake and exploring Korean beaches 
sounds like a vacation to many. But for 
geography graduate Leigh Cormier, it’s 
a regular part of her day. 

Cormier has been on Jeju, an island in 
South Korea, since October, where she’s 
taking a year to teach English to children. 
The job seemed like a natural transition 
to Cormier, who was a Brownie leader, a 
mentor with Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
and director of the Geographers in Schools 
program during her time at UVic. 

“I’ve always been really involved with 
kids,” she says. “Spending this year in 


Korea is giving me the opportunity to 
continue this, and also to reflect on the 
next step in my life.” 

She has a lot of options to consider. 
As a co-op student, Cormier worked for 
BC Transit, where she collaborated with 
a First Nation and the Regional District 
Office in the planning of a transit system 
north of Powell River. 

Another co-op term was in Ottawa 
as a corporate planner for Environment 
Canada. There, Cormier took on the task 
of organizing Clean Air Week activities 
in her building, to encourage sustainable 
transportation among her co-workers. 
She also helped create a new, full-year co¬ 


op position with Environment Canada 
that focuses on educating and enabling 
employees to practise environmentally 
responsible behaviour. 

Cormier thinks an important ele¬ 
ment of her success in and out of the 
classroom is her enthusiasm for learning 
and adventure. At the moment she’s busy 
designing curriculum, studying pottery 
and photography with Korean artists, 
scuba diving, and learning to speak the 
language. 

“Every day, and around every comer we 
have so many opportunities to learn and 
grow,” she says. “For me, it’s about being 
open to and seizing these opportunities.” 
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Shake, rattle and roll. Grad m 


quake to rattle the Pacific 
Northwest in more than 50 
years. When seismologists at 
the Pacific Geoscience Centre 
in Sidney asked for a study 
linking geology and variations 
in ground-shaking across 
Greater Victoria, Molnar 
jumped at the chance. 

Molnar interpreted ground 
motion recordings from 


Molnar at the UVic seismograph 


CtfiWtHuziuHly 


Malmkvist 


Grad builds streams of her dreams 


M |AI ATCH 0UT for the 

W W plants,” says Lehna 
Malmkvist, clambering down 
the gravelly bank of the creek 
that she built. Malmkvist, a 
self-proclaimed “plant person” 
who graduates this month 
with a masters degree in 
environmental studies and 
geography, is leaving a couple 
of Victorias freshwater sys¬ 
tems healthier than she found 
them. 

Malmkvist and her col¬ 
leagues restored sections of 
Blenkinsop and Swan creeks, 
transforming what were 
essentially “laser-straight 
ditches” into healthy, mean¬ 
dering streams. 

“When we started, we 
knew these two sections of 
creek were not functioning 
at all,” says Malmkvist. A 
couple of years later, the 
areas have been revitalized 
for plants, animals and 
humans alike. And while 
there may not be any 
salmon spawning in the 
streams yet, Malmkvist has 
a “build it and they will 
come” approach. 

“Were trying to put in 
place all the elements that 
will kick-start the restoration 
process,” she says. The new 
habitats are already attracting 
more wildlife, such as herons, 
turtles, frogs, ducks and 
geese. 

The two projects, which 


involved co-ordinating three 
levels of government as 
well as private landowners 
and community groups, 
took months of assessment, 
design, negotiation and 
planning. But there was also 
lots of work to do on-site, 
supervising the creation of 
streambeds and ponds to 
hold storm water. 

“The on-the-ground stuff 
is the most exciting part,” says 
Malmkvist, who spent many 
days on-site with hard-hat, vest 
and level as the rejuvenated 
landscapes took shape. And, 
of course, she took particular 
interest in choosing and 
planting native sedges and 
rushes, shrubs and deciduous 
trees for the new sites. 

Urban stream restoration 
was a natural choice for 
Malmkvist, who earned a BSc 
in biology from UVic in 
then worked with Aqua- 
Scientific Consulting Ltd, a 
local firm headed by former 
UVic instructor Patrick 
Lucey. An NSERC industrial 
postgraduate scholarship 
helped fund her work on the 
two projects. 

In the end, both the 
Swan Creek and Blenkinsop 
projects have won awards, 
not only for Malmkvist but 
also for her collaborators, 
including the Municipality of 
Saanich and Cadillac Homes 
developer Cam Pringle. 


More of the same is 
in store for Malmkvist, 
who thrives on bringing 
people together to devise 
ecologically sustainable 
solutions to development. 

“Development is going 
to occur,” she says. “The 
thing to figure out is how 
to make the best use of the 
space we do have left, and 
how to make compromises 
that work for everyone.” 


S HERI MOLNAR wants an 
earthquake to happen. Not 
the Big One, mind you. Just a 
quake strong enough or close 
enough that she can feel it. 

Thats because Molnar, a 
Windsor native who first came 
to Victoria three years ago, has 
never experienced a significant 
earthquake—despite the fact 
that she’s spent the last two 
years studying them. She 
graduates from UVic this 
month with a master’s in earth 
and ocean sciences. 

In fact, Molnar has an 
uncanny knack for being on 
the road when the earth starts 
to shake. During a rare, minor 
quake near Windsor in early 
2000 she was on a bus. Ditto 
for the February 2001 shaker 
in Victoria. And during last 
September’s minor dinnertime 
tremor, she was in a car. In all 
three cases, she didn’t feel a 
thing. “I guess my timing is a 
little off,” she laughs. 

But in another sense, 
Molnar’s timing was perfect. 
After completing a BSc in 
geology at the University 
of Windsor, she came to 
UVic to do graduate work 
on earthquakes. She was 
pondering what thesis topic to 
tackle, when the earth moved. 

At a magnitude of 6.8, 
the Nisqually earthquake of 
February 2001 was the largest 


instruments in the regr 
as well as Web-based repori 
of earthquake “felt effeci 
from more than 700 Victori; 
residents. She also porec 
through newspaper record: 
of 36 quakes felt in the region} 
over the past 139 years. 

“The first half of my wor 
looked at the geology an 
compared it to what people felt 


Jubilee Medal — Humanities 


I'm probably UVic's most 
reluctant graduate" 


W HEN ALICE Tyrrell first 
came to UVic in 1998, 
she was nervous to attend her 
first class. But it was more 


Tyrrell 


than the regular first-year 
nerves—the lifelong resident 
of Victoria was worried that, 
as a mature student, she might 
not be taken seriously. 

“I remember sitting in my 
first German class, looking 
around and seeing all these 
young students, and feeling 
much older. They were 
younger than my own kids 
and I remember thinking 
‘What am I doing here?”’ 

She needn’t have worried. 
Tyrrell, who did a double 
major in medieval studies and 
German—and has won the 
Jubilee medal in humanities as 
that faculty’s top student- 
found plenty of encouragement 
and support from her peers. 
“I’ve felt so accepted,” she says. 
“I’ve met many friends of all 
ages and often they’ll say that 
they wish their mother would 
go back to school too.” 

The decision to attend 
UVic came in 1998, when 
Tyrrell learned that all three of 
her daughters were engaged to 
be married. She needed to 
minimize the empty-nest 


syndrome, and thought that 1 
pursuing her long-time in¬ 
terest in German studies 
would help keep her busy. 

“I felt this wave approach¬ 
ing, as it does in life, and I 
thought if I don’t catch this, 

wave now, I’ll probably never 

» 

g °* 

With the encouragement 
of her professors, Tyrrell took 
full advantage of the learning? 
opportunities offered by the 
school. In 2000 she went to 
Germany for six weeks on an 
exchange. 

Next year, Tyrrell plans to 
take some time to regroup, but 
intends to pursue a master’s in 
the UK in medieval studies. 
She wants to examine the 
cultural interchange between 
the Greek east and the Latin 
west, areas that scholars tend 
to study separately. 

For the moment, however, 
Tyrrell will have to adjust to 
life outside university. 

“I’m probably UVic’s most 
reluctant graduate,” she says. 
“I’ve had such a wonderful 
time. I don’t want to leave!” 
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s Victoria's earthquake geology 


first step to map out potential 
seismic “hot-spots,” areas that 
will likely experience stronger 
shaking during future 
earthquakes, says Dr. Stan 
Dosso, Molnar’s UVic thesis 
supervisor. “Such studies are 
of obvious importance to 
community planning and 
emergency response.” 


soil conditions. “Overall, 
shaking on rock was felt the 
least and areas with pockets 
of soft, thick clay had the 
highest intensities,” she says. 
Vulnerable areas include 
parts of Fairfield, the top of 
Esquimalt Lagoon, and the 
Colwood delta. 

The study is an important 


and in the second half I looked 
at the geophysics, analysing the 
: recordings and modelling the 
geology to try and match what 
| was observed.” 

Molnar mapped out areas 
of Greater Victoria most 
susceptible to amplification 
of ground-shaking caused 
by local geological and 


Passion for the mind 
drives biology grad 


A NDRES VIDAL GADEA'S passion for 
. science led him from Uruguay to Canada 
—and its about to take him even further. This 
fall, the biology grad is moving to Baton Rouge 
to teach and pursue a PhD in neurobiology at 
Louisiana State University. 

As a child Vidal Gadea dreamed of being 
a scientist, but the economic reality of life in 
Uruguay meant that was unlikely. “My family 
is very poor,” he says. So as a teenager, when his 
mother saw a TV ad for foreign scholarships, he 
applied—and won. The scholarship took him to 
Victorias Pearson College. He loved it so much 
that after two years there he applied for Canadian 
citizenship, eventually making his way to UVic. 

“I’ve always been interested in the human 
mind and the brain,” says Vidal Gadea, who 
^ ^bggan his academic career in psychology before 
being seduced by neurobiology. 

■> His fascination with the working of the mind 
goes beyond the academic. In the lab he studies 
how the nervous system produces behaviour, by 
examining how electrical impulses are transmitted 
through nerve cells in crayfish and prawns. But to 


pay for university he also works over 40 hours a 
week as a companion and caregiver to those with 
special needs, including muscular dystrophy and 
autism —a job he loves. He’s even arranged for 
some of his clients to visit the biology labs to view 
specimens in tanks and under microscopes. 

“Working with autistic people is a lot like 
doing science,” Vidal Gadea says. “It doesn’t 
matter how long you’ve been working with an 
autistic person. You’re always learning, always at 
the drawing board.” 

Vidal Gadea’s own studies may someday lead 
to advances that will benefit people with limited 
mobility, such as those with muscular dystrophy. 
Research like his may one day allow the use of 
electrical impulses to manipulate nerve or muscle- 
damaged limbs of people afflicted with injuries 
□x degenerative disease. 

In the meantime, Vidal Gadea is looking forward 
to his new teaching and research position with the 
same enthusiasm that has brought him this far. 

“Every day has to be different, a challenge. 
That’s a requisite for anything I’ll do long¬ 
term.” 


Lieutenant Governor's Silver Medal 

Top grad finds 
research niche 


FTER GRADUATING 

from high school, Trev 
Williams couldn’t decide 
what to take at university. 
He knew his strengths were 
math and logic, but he 
wasn’t sure where to apply 
those skills. So his dad and 
brother decided for him. 

“They had a meeting 
and told me I should go 
into engineering,” he says. 
“They made a great choice, 
because I love it.” 

Williams isn’t kidding. 
He ended up at UVic where 
he graduated at the top of 
his electrical engineering 
class in 2000. He followed 
up with a master’s degree 
last fall, and this month 
picks up the Lieutenant 
Governor’s silver medal as 
the university’s top master’s 
student (thesis). 

“My research focused 
on developing methods of 
designing radar absorbers 
at microwave frequencies, 
as well as methods of 
measuring the electrical 
properties of these thin 
materials,” says Williams. 

He also found the time 
to serve as president of the 
UVic Triathlon Club. “It’s 
an amazing sport,” he says. 
“In Victoria, you can train 
outside all year, and that’s 
something I miss.” 


Since last fall, Williams 
has been pursuing a PhD 
at the University of Calgary 
where he’s working on 
improved breast cancer 
screening systems. “At 
UVic I was evaluating the 
electrical properties of radar 
absorbers, and here I’m 
evaluating the properties 
of biological tissue. My 
research actually transfers 
very well.” 

Current mammography 
programs can be improved on 
several fronts, says Williams, 
since mammography doesn’t 
often work for younger 
women and there’s always 
the risk of x-ray exposure. 
“The other option is an 
MRI, but that’s so expensive 
and there are long wait lists. 
What were trying to do is 
to create a better screening 
process that will be able to 
recognize a tumour, and 
hopefully even determine 
whether it’s benign or 
malignant.” 

Williams is thrilled 
to be involved with such 
an important project, 
but admits to missing 
temperate Victoria. “These 
days, it’s hard to find a day 
when it’s not snowing 
in Calgary,” he says. “It 
makes triathalon training 
hard, but I’m persistent!” 


Vidal Gadea with 
a crayfish 


IEEE Gold Medal — Computer Engineering 


Engineering strikes a chord 
for medal winner 


VIC HAS BEEN kind to 


Vanderster 


computer engineering 
graduate Daniel Vanderster. 
Or rather, he’s been kind to 
UVic. 

Not only has he graduated 
with the IEEE gold medal 
in computer engineering 
for having the highest GPA 
in his department, he’s also 
spent four of his six co-op 
work terms on campus and 
has already begun his master s 
degree. 

“I came to UVic because it 
was recommended to me by a 
high school teacher who was 
also an engineer,” he says. “It 
was a great decision.” 

Vanderster says he thrives 
in computer engineering 
because it allows him to apply 
his skills to projects, and to see 
results. 

He’s also a musician whose 
pop rock band regularly plays 
at local venues. Vanderster, 
who plays the guitar, was able 


to fuse his musical knowledge 
with his engineering skills for 
his undergrad project. He and 
a fellow engineer designed a re¬ 
programmable guitar effects 
pedal that allows musicians to 
download specific effects from 
the Internet. 

“Normally when you buy 
an effects pedal from a music 
store it comes with certain 
effects so that you can change 
the sound a guitar produces,” 
he says. “Our pedal increases 
the diversity of sounds you can 
produce.” 

Vanderster s master’s pro¬ 
ject is to develop a national 
supercomputer that will help 
process physics information 
and simulations. He decided 
to pursue a graduate degree 
after working for Dr. Randall 
Sobie during his final co-op 
work term. Sobie invited 
him to continue working on 
the project, and the rest is 
history. 


VALERIE SHORE 
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MAJOR MEDAL 
WINNERS 

Governor General's 

Gold Medal 

(top PhD, all faculties) 

Brigitte Vachon, physics 
& astronomy 

Lieutenant Governor's 

Silver Medal 

(top master’s, thesis) 

Trevor Williams, electrical 
& computer engineering 

Lieutenant Governor's 
Silver Medal 

(top master’s, other than 
thesis) 

Kevin Cryderman, English 

Governor General's 
Silver Medal 
(top undergraduate, all 
(acuities) 

Ross Kang, mathematics/ 
computer science 

Jubilee Medal for 
Humanities 

Alice Tyrrell, medieval 
studies/German 

Jubilee Medal for Science 

Charles Starling, physics/ 
mathematics 

Jubilee Medal for Social 
Sciences 

Leigh Cormier, geography 

Maxwell Cameron 
Memorial Medals 
(Education) 

Alexandra Ulmer 
(elementary) 

Andre Gogol (secondary) 

Canadian Society for 
Mechanical Engineering 
Medal 

Rusty Rook 

Department of Computer 
Science Graduation Medal 

Amit Sethi 

IEEE Victoria Section 
Gold Medal in Computer 
Engineering 

Daniel Vanderster 

IEEE Victoria Section 
Gold Medal in Electrical 
Engineering 

Peter Van Vugt 

Law Society Gold Medal 

Ben Blackmore 

Victoria Medal (Fine Arts) 

Susan Kelly 





Women's studies grad determined 
to break down barriers 


J ULIA SHINABA already 
had a successful career as 
a business owner and college 
instructor in the hospitality 
industry before she came to 
UVic, but she had always 
dreamed of working on 
womens issues. 

“When I got to Canada 
and couldn’t continue in my 
profession without going 
back to school,” says the 
Nigerian-born human 
rights worker and activist, 
“I said what the hell? Why 
do I have to continue to do 
the same thing when all 
along my passion is to work 
with women?” And so she 
went for it, regardless of the 
obstacles along the way. 

Shinaba says it was hard 
to get into UVic due to 


difficulties transferring 
credits from African institu¬ 
tions. “But having jumped 
that hurdle, “ she says, Tm 
grateful to have the oppor¬ 
tunity to prove myself. IVe 
acquired a tremendous 
amount of knowledge from 
this university.” 

Now that she’s cleared that 
barrier, she wants to make it 
easier for others to do the 
same. “There are many 
people out there who can 
really give a lot to society but 
don’t have the chance to do 
it. The door should be 
opened a litde bit more,” she 
says, and she’d love to be the 
one to crack it wider. 

Shinaba says her success 
comes partly from the 
support of her partner, Prof. 


Olusegun Olunloyo. She’s 
also quick to credit her 
instructors, especially Drs. 
Annalee Lepp, Jo-Anne Lee, 
and Christine St. Peter, for 
helping her develop the 
skills she’ll need for her 
dream job—contributing to 
international human rights 
policies on issues relevant to 
women and Third World 
development. 

A lot of Shinaba’s ex¬ 
perience comes from her 
work outside of the class¬ 
room. On top of outstand¬ 
ing grades and managing a 
household with two teen- 
aged sons, Seyi and Jide, 
she’s worked with a myriad 
of human rights and 
diversity-related organiz¬ 
ations. 



Shinaba 

“I’m still willing to 
do more if there’s the 
chance,” smiles Shinaba. 


“I’m a go-getter. I like to 
make a difference wherever 

I n 

am. 


Grad takes new approach to studying the sex trade 


T amara rozeck- 

ALLEN has always been 
a good listener. So six years 
ago, when one of her close 
friends was struggling to 
break out of the brutal 
cycle of prostitution and 
heroin addiction, Rozeck- 
Allen was there to lend an 
empathetic ear. 

“Listening to what she 
went through amazed me,” 
says the counselling psy¬ 
chology grad. “I realized 
how undervalued her 
experience was, and how 


few people were willing to 
listen to her.” 

Those insights motivated 
Rozeck-Allen to study the 
sex trade from an un¬ 
conventional angle. “Most 
studies are done from a 
problem-oriented per¬ 
spective,” she says. “There’s 
a great negativity, a shroud 
of stigma around sex 
work.” 

Wanting to do some¬ 
thing more positive, she 
developed a master’s thesis 
that focused on the factors 


that help women success¬ 
fully navigate the transition 
out of the sex trade, rather 
than dwelling on inherent 
traumas of the job. 

Rozeck-Allen’s research 
involved in-depth examina¬ 
tion of interviews with four 
women from different parts 
of B.C. who had been out 
of the sex trade from between 
five to 12 years. She studied 
not only what they related, 
but also how they articulated 
their tales, which in some 
cases were being told for 

Rozeck-Allen 


the first time. 

Rozeck-Allen, who grew 
up in Calgary and earned her 
undergraduate degree in 
sociology from UVic, is 
currently a research assistant 
with the Healthy Youth 
Project, at UVic’s centre for 
youth and society. While she 
foresees more study of issues 
around the sex trade in her 
future—such as examining 
the elements of male sexuality 


that make up the “demand” 
side of the equation—she’s 
certain that personal 
counselling will always be an 
integral pan of her career. 

“I can’t change the world 
all at once. Counselling is a 
passion with me. I can try 
to change the world on an 
individual level, and create 
small changes that will 
collectively permeate the 
rest of society.” 



Law Society Gold Medal 

Gold piles up for 
top law grad 


G OLD MEDALS are 

getting to be a habit 
for law grad Ben Blackmore. 
He won the math gold 
medal when he graduated 
with honours from Nova 
Scotia’s Acadia University 
and will receive the Law 
Society gold medal as the 
faculty’s top graduate at 
spring convocation. 

“I was 100 per cent more 
relaxed about final exams 
than I was as an undergrad, 
and I ended up doing 
well,’’said Blackmore in a 
telephone interview from 
Toronto, where he’s taking 
his bar admission exams, 
Born and raised in 
Grand Falls-Windsor, New¬ 
foundland, Blackmore 
taught English in Korea, 
worked in the hospitality 
industry in Halifax and 
spent three summers tree¬ 
planting in the infamous, 
mosquito-plagued woods of 
northern Ontario before 
deciding to pursue a legal 
education. 

“A friend mentioned 


how great Victoria was and 
I hadn’t been to the West 
Coast since I was a kid 
during a visit to Expo ’86,” 
recalls Blackmore who, 
along with his girlfriend 
(now his wife) Rebecca, 
drove their truck from 
Halifax to the UVic campus 
in 1999. 

Victoria and UVic more 
than lived up to their 
advanced billing. 

“I had a fantastic ex¬ 
perience. The city was 
beautiful and UVic pro¬ 
fessors and the courses were 
great,” says Blackmore who, 
as a co-op student, worked 
with B.C.’s Forest Practices 
Board, the Ontario Secur¬ 
ities Commission, spent 
a term in Ireland at the 
University of Limerick 
and another term with the 
Toronto law firm of Davies 
Ward Phillips & Vineberg 
LLP. 

He’ll join the firm this 
fall and hopes to pursue 
real estate and securities 
law. 
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who are making 
difference 


Six lifetime achievers are becoming honorary UVic graduates at this week's 
convocation ceremonies. They are: 



Davis 

Dr. Wade Davis 

Ethnobotanist 

One of the most influential 
ethnobotanists in the world, 
Wade Davis is well-known to 
all those concerned with the 
environment and loss of cultural 
diversity. He coined the term 
“ethnosphere”—the sum total 
of human thought, language 
and stories—as a conceptual 
counterpart to the biosphere. As 
a writer, photographer and lecturer 
hes a tireless spokesperson for the 
rights of indigenous peoples 
and the value of preserving 
traditional culture. Currently 
explorer-in-residence for the 
National Geographic Society, he 
inspires and educates the general 
public about ethnic diversity 
through books, lectures and 
documentaries. Davis was raised 
in Victoria. (Doctor of Science) 

Antonio LeaAo Alvarez del 
Castillo 

Education advocate 
Lawyer, teacher, rancher and 
activist, Antonio Leano Alvarez 
del Castillo has dedicated his 
life to education and social 
advancement in Mexico. In the 
midst of social and political 
upheaval in the 1930s he and 
a group of student activists 
were instrumental in founding 
the Universidad Autonoma de 
Guadalajara (UAG). Leano has 
been intimately associated with 
the UAG ever since, and is widely 
credited with shaping it into one 
of the most respected universities 
in Mexico. He also helped create 


del Castillo 

a community college-style 
system in Mexico and a Latin 
American association dedicated 
to educational reform. (Doctor 
of Laws) 

Garde Gardom 

Public servant 

Garde Gardom’s term as 
Lieutenant Governor of B.C. 
(1995-2001) capped a long and 
distinguished career in public 
service. He served as an MLA 
from 1966-1987, holding two 
cabinet portfolios and becoming 
the longest-serving Government 
House Leader. He’s probably 
best remembered for his strong 
advocacy for public accountability, 
spearheading initiatives such as the 
establishment of an Ombudsman 
and Auditor General. Gardom 
also served as Agent General 
for B.C. in the UK and Europe 
from 1987-1993. Now retired, 
he retains his appointment as 
Honorary Colonel of the British 
Columbia Regiment, a primary 
reserve unit of the Canadian 
Forces. (Doctor of Laws) 

Dr. Norma Mickelson 

Educator and administrator 
A major player in UVic s evolution 
over the last three decades, Norma 
Mickelson is a pioneer in many 
ways. She was the first female 
dean of education in Canada, 
first advisor to the vice president 
academic on womens academic 
issues, first advisor to the 
president on employment equity, 
first recipient of the Sarah Shorten 
Award for the advancement of 


Gardom 

women in Canadian universities, 
and first female chancellor of 
UVic. She’s also an expert on 
literacy, with 140 publications 
to her credit, including books, 
articles, poems and educational 
videos. (Doctor of Laws) 

Mark Starowicz 

Broadcast journalist 
Described by one newspaper as 
“the most respected Canadian 
broadcaster of the last quarter 


Mickelson 

Most recently, he completed the 
largest documentary production 
in Canadian history, Canada: A 
People's History. (Doctor of Laws) 

Howard White 

An accomplished writer in the 
areas of poetry, fiction, non¬ 
fiction and children’s literature, 
Howard White has also been 
a driving force within B.C.’s 
publishing industry for the past 
30 years. He has devoted his life 



Starowicz 

century,” Mark Starowicz has led 
many of the most defining reforms 
in Canadian radio and television. 
As head of CBC documentary 
programming, he’s responsible 
for many of the network’s most 
successful programs, such as 
As It Happens , Sunday Morning 
and The Journal. He ushered 
satellite journalism into Canada 
through the use of flexible 
teams on various newsfronts 
using mobile, fast technology. 


White 

to the unique culture of B.C., with 
special attention to the literature 
and history of the West Coast. 
His publishing house, Harbour 
Publishing, and his magazine, 
Raincoast Chronicles , are widely 
credited with changing the 
way British Columbians see 
themselves, their history and their 
culture. His latest achievement is 
the widely acclaimed British 
Columbia Encyclopedia , published 
in 2001. (Doctor of Laws) 































New program helps postsecondary 
grads launch careers 


For many postsecondary graduates, 
making the transition from school 
to the workplace can be difficult. 
However, thanks to a $680,000 
grant from the Counselling 
Foundation of Canada, UVic is 
offering a new career program that 
allows grads from UVic and other 
postsecondary institutions to get 
the help they need to launch their 
professional careers. 

The Applied Career Transitions 
(ACT) program offers three 
modules: career decision-making, 
career search skills, and supported 
career search with an optional 
internship. 

“While postsecondary graduates 
have education on their side, 


their transition to work is often 
hampered by limited work 
experience related to their interests 
and a lack of confidence in their 
ability to compete in a volatile 
labour market,” says career services 
manager Jennifer Margison. “Our 
goal is to help grads develop career 
management skills and apply them 
in the real world. These are the 
kind of skills that grads will use 
throughout their lives to not only 
find work, but to create it too.” 

While first preference is given 
to UVic grads, the free program 
is open to all recent postsecondary 
graduates who are permanent 
residents of Canada and who have 
little or no professional experience. 


ACT is currendy a pilot program. 
The long-term goal is to create 
a sustainable and cost-effective 
model of service delivery that will 
allow ACT to run further than the 
five years of foundation funding. 

The foundation is in the process 
of establishing a $5,000 annual 
scholarship to be awarded to an 
education graduate student at 
UVic whose research is in the area 
of career counselling. For more 
information about the Counselling 
Foundation of Canada go to 
www.counselling.net 

For more information about 
career services and the ACT program 
go to www.careerservices.uvic.ca/ 
alumni/act.html or call 472-4274. 


Looking for a retirement plan 

that suits your needs? 


SOLGUARD knows that each client has different needs. 
Since 1974 we have been creating Retirement Plans 
tailored to your individual needs. 

We are well versed in the options available under the 
University of Victoria Pension Plan. 

Please contact our office for our free booklet 
A Guide to RRIFs and Annuities. 


imi 



W.A. (Tony) Southwell, Mark Gouws, 

CIM, R.F.P., CFP CFP, CLU, ChFC 

mgouws@solguard.bc.ca 


K P f\ K INVESTMENT 

L L-j1 YJLV^ services ,nc 


www.solguard.com 

#402 - 645 FORT STREET VICTORIA BC V8W 1G2 TEL (250) 385-3636 


RRIFS • ANNUITIES • INVESTMENT FUNDS • LIFE INSURANCE • RRSPS 

Building better retirement incomes... since 1974 www.solguard.com 



www.uvicbookstore.ca 


8:30 - 5:00 Monday to Friday 
11:00 - 5:00 Saturday 




Lawyer & Notary Public 

* Ask about alternatives to costly litigation * 

4195 Shelbourne Street 

(two blocks north ofFeltham Rd.) 

Real Estate - Purchase/Sale/Mortgage 
Estate Litigation 

Wills & Estate Probate/Administration 
Power of Attorney/Representation 
Family Law - Divorce & Separation 
General Legal Advice & Referral 

Bob Reimer 721-2441 



C ^ b0t0 % Merch *» ft 

at the Foot of Sinclair hill 


Jeremy Donaldson 


Lawyer / Family Law Mediator 

FIRST interview free 

• ICBC cases on percentage 

• Wills & Estates 

• Real Estate Conveyancing 

• Mortgages 

• Divorce & Family 



stratoliner@shaw.ca 2558 Sinclair Road Victoria BC 250-721-5759 



Locally Owned and Operated 
Mon-Fri 8 am-9 pm 
Saturday 8 am-7:30 pm 
Sunday 9 am-7:30 pm 
2 lUl Interac 

3829 Cadboro Bay Road 

477-6513 


10% Student 
Saver Discount 
now available 
Monday to 
Thursday 

(excluding select items) 

FREE DELIVERY 


No w Two 
Great Locations! 


Cadboro Bay 

PEOPLES PHARMACY 

Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Greeting Cards & Gifts 
Film & Photo Developing 
Photocopying & Fax 
Post Office 

477-2131 

3825 Cadboro Bay Rd. 


PEOPLES 

PHARMACY 

0 * 


Prescriptions 
Herbals & Supplements 
Film & Photo Developing 
Personal Care Products 
Cosmetics 


721-3400 

UVic Student Union Building 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 


Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-5pm 


UVic student extended medical cards accepted at both locations 


Get off campus 
& come on down 

Sunday Buffet $Q95 
Brunch ^ 

Best Sunday brunch in 
Cadboro Bay: 11 am - 2 pm 



Cadboro Bay’s 
Neighbourhood Pub 


Cold Beer & 
Wine Off Sales 


Reservations 477-2688 2581 Penrhyn St. 

Check our Web page for up-to-date information: 
www.smugglerscove.shawbiz.ca 
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Visit our website for details on the evei 


SEPTEMB 


Campus & Community 
Celebration 

Mark your calendar! UVic invites you to the Campus & 
Community Celebration on September 5 & 6,2003. 
Join us as we celebrate 100 years of post-secondary 
education of UVic and its predecessors, Victoria College 
& the Provincial Normal School. A Main Stage of 
entertainment; Kid's Zone presented by Dairyland; 
Celebration Fun Run; Fiesta Siesta Craft Fair; International 
Development Fair; Alumni Welcome Centre; Social 
Sciences Super Saturday; and Children's Art Festival await 
you.There will be entertainment for one and all. 

Interested in being a Performer? 

Interested in being a Volunteer? 

Send your name and contact information 
!i>uvic.ca. 

atfon! 


ru 

u 

m 

U 

> 

D 


Sponsors of Campus & Community Celebrations 

ru _ 

Datajland. 

Times Colonist ^ ^ttelus* 
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*!M ENGLISH^ 



HOME OF VICTORIA’S BIGGEST PINT 

Mondays • 2-for-l fish ’n chips 
Tuesdays • 2-for-l meat pies 
Friday & Saturday nights • Live music 



ALL EVENTS FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS, SEE WWW.UVIC.CA/EVENTS 


Thursday, June 5 

Convocation 10 a.m. Faculty of 
humanities. University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium. 721-7632 

Convocation 2:30 p.m. Faculties of 
engineering, law. University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium. 721-7632 

Physics & Astronomy Seminar 

10:30 a.m. The DO Experiment 
Trigger System. Dr. Brigitte Vachon, 
Fermilab, Chicago. Elliott Bldg., 
room 062. 721-7706 


Friday, June 6 

Convocation 10 a.m. Faculties 
of fine arts, human and social 
development. University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium. 721-7632 

Convocation 2:30 p.m. Faculty of 
human and social development. 
Tribute to the class of 1964. 
University Centre Farquhar 
Auditorium. 721-7632 


UVic Business Alumni Get-Together 

6-9 p.m. Connect with old friends, 
meet other business alumni, and 
learn whats new at the faculty of 
business. Graduate Students Centre. 

727-0100 


Saturday, June 7 

Antiquarian Book Roadshow 10 

a.m. Two free appraisals by experts. 
University Centre foyer. 721-8314 


Wednesday, June 11 

UVic Alumni Association AGM 
and Reception 7 p.m. Dr. Norma 
Mickelson, UVic. University Club. 
721-6000 


Thursday, June 19 

President's Fitwalk 2003 12-1 p.m. 
See p. 3 for details. University 
Centre, front entrance. 721-8725 


At the Galleries 

www. maltwood. uvic. ca 
Info: 721-8298 

Trackside Art Gallery Exhibit 

(to June 13). Works of art 
based on an environmental 
theme. Maltwood Gallery. 

721-8298 


classifieds 


Summer accommodation 

Summer sublet available immediately. 
One-bedroom basement suite, fully 
furnished, fully equipped kitchen, 
high-speed Internet, piano, separate 
entrance, parking, mature tenant 
preferred; $625/month all inclusive. 
Contact Marty @744-5876 or Zaffer 
@413-7989 

House for rent 

Executive/Faculty Rental. 4429 
Fieldmont Ct. 4-bedroom, 2-storey, 
quiet, unfurnished, immaculate fam¬ 
ily home with appliances, fireplace, 
view. Non-smokers, no pets, refer¬ 
ences. $1,400 month. $700 DD. 
Available August 1/03-June 30/04. 
1-780-435-7167 (July 1-780-918- 
1903), goishi@ualberta.ca 

Executive/faculty holiday rental 

Escape now. Best beach in Canada. 
Parksville. Stunning 3 bedroom wa¬ 
terfront luxury home. Available June 
14-25 inclusive. Only $1,500. Weekly 
summer $2,300. Call 780-973-6771. 
Keep number for future reference. 

Classified ad rates are $20 for up 
to 25 words and $1 for each addi¬ 
tional word. To place a classified 
ador for more information, call 
721-7636. 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 

CANADA’S PREMIER INCOME FUND 


For eight consecutive years, Fisgard has delivered an average 
net cash return of 12.3%. Fisgard’s CASH & RRSP investments 
are short-term mortgages secured by valuable real estate. 
For more information on this quality investment, call: 

Bob Herr • 382-3911 


Serving Investors Since 1967 
www.fisgard.com 




embrace 


chanae 


We do. We’re TELUS. Change is at the heart of who 
we are, and what we do for our customers. That’s why 
we are reinventing ourselves for the future. A future 
where data, voice, wireless and the Internet converge 
to take you places you’ve never been. Welcome to the 
new TELUS.telus.com 


^Ttelus* 

the future is friendly® 












































2 0 0 3 




Governor General's Gold Medal 


Particle pursuits lead to gold medal 


Class of '64 caps 
convocation 


T RYING TO understand 
nature at its most 
fundamental level takes 
some of the world’s biggest 
scientific instruments. Dr. 

Brigitte Vachon—Governor 
Generals gold medal 
winner for her outstanding 
grade point average and 
dissertation—put the 27-km 
CERN particle accelerator 
in Geneva to the test in her 
study of what happens when 
electrons and positrons 
collide at the speed of light. 

The results of her 
experiment—published in 
one of the premier particle 
physics journals, Physics 
Letters, and presented at 
several international conferences— that would help to improve the 


Vachon in a control room at Fermilab. 


have helped scientists set a 
framework for their pursuit of a 
better explanation of how the 
universe formed. 

“The so-called ‘standard 
model’ is good at predicting 
nature. It works well with given 
parameters, such as the mass of 
an electron. But it cant explain 
'why the electron has the mass 
it does,” Vachon explained over 
the phone from Fermilab near 
Chicago, the world’s leading 
particle physics facility, where 
she’s on a three-year post 
doctoral fellowship. 

While her study did not turn up 
evidence of undiscovered particles 


standard model—or lead to an 
entirely new theory—her results 
rank as the most precise particle 
analysis yet recorded. 

“Like any science, it’s a 
matter of taking small steps,” 
says Vachon, who grew up in 
Quebec and hopes to come back 
to a Canadian university to teach 
and continue her research. 

Apart from doing her science, 
Vachon is excited about talking 
about it—whether explaining 
particle physics to high school 
students and undergrads, or 
friends and family. 

“It’s absolutely incredible 
when you think about it. Day 


to day in the lab, we don’t 
think twice about it - colliding 
particles at the speed of light, big 
deal’—but when you talk to other 
people it makes you realize that 
what we do is really cool. 

“The significance of our work 
is always challenging to express, if 
you’re only used to seeing direct 
implications. We do fundamental 
research and the only goal is to 
understand nature. That’s the 
reason we do it. In the course of 
our research other applications 
may be developed (the World 
Wide Web was created at CERN). 
But we want to know where we 
came from and where we’re going 
.. .it’s basic curiosity.” 


They were the first to receive 
UVic degrees and now, as 
the university marks its 40th 
anniversary, the Class of 1964 
is coming back to campus for a 
special “re-convocation” during 
the spring’s final graduation 
ceremony (2:30 p.m., June 6). 

At least 39 members of the 
first graduating class are expected 
to attend. Class president—and 
now a justice of the B.C. 
Supreme Court—Bryan Ralph 
will speak at the convocation on 
behalf of his classmates. 

Among those attending 
the reunion will be Dr. Brian 
Little who was recently voted 
favourite professor by Harvard 
University’s graduating 
class of 2003. Little teaches 
psychology to upper-level 
undergraduates at Harvard 
half of the year and spends 
the other half supervising 
graduate students at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. 

Litde was president of the 
Victoria College student council 
in 1961 when the decision was 
made to hold the legendary 
“log-saw” charity fundraiser in 
which students cut beach logs 
and sold the firewood. 

Other Class of ’64 mem¬ 
bers expected to attend 


include: Olivia Barr, former 
president of the UVic Alumni 
Association; award-winning 
Victoria architect John Neilson; 
Australia-based journalist 
and media consultant Sandy 
Forbes (who was the first to 
be called to accept her degree); 
and longtime UVic director of 
awards and financial aid Nels 
Granewall, who has been chief 
marshall of convocation since 
1968. 

The original UVic gradu¬ 
ates will also be the guests of 
honour at the Lekwungen 
housepost raising ceremony at 
the Student Union Building on 
Saturday, June 7. 



Lou-Poy takes 
oath as ninth 
UVic chancellor 


Ron Lou-Poy—the son of a 
green grocer whose education 
at Victoria High School and 
Victoria College formed the 
foundation of a successful law 
career and an influential record of 
public service—officially became 
the university’s ninth chancellor 
at an installation ceremony held 
June 3 at the outset of spring 
convocation. 

Lieutenant Governor Iona 
Campagnolo presided over the 
chancellor’s installation while 
Chief Justice Lance Finch 
of the B.C. Court of Appeal 
administered the oath. Dr. 
Norma Mickelson, chancellor 
emeritus, robed Lou-Poy in the 
traditional gold-trimmed purple 
silk and velvet regalia. Music was 
provided by a brass quartet from 
the school of music as about 20 
official representatives from 
other Canadian universities 
looked on. 

Lou-Poy was elected in 
November by members of 
convocation (including alumni, 
faculty, and staff). He has the 
power to confer degrees and 


holds a seat on the board of 
governors and the senate. 

The senior partner in the 
Victoria law firm of Crease 
Harman and Company, Lou- 
Poy has a distinguished record of 
service to his community and the 
university. The Harry Lou-Poy 
Infant and Toddler Child Care 
Centre at UVic was named for 
his father after the Lou-Poy family 
supported its completion with a 
generous donation. 

In his remarks to university 
officials and graduating students, 
Lou-Poy emphasized the essence of 
community—within the university 
and beyond. 

“I’m told I’ll have some influence 
on the goings-on in this particular 
community. And this community 
has, and will have, a considerable 
influence on me,” Lou-Poy said. 
“My role is not only to oversee 
its status, welfare and traditions, 
but to influence its development 
and nurture its interaction with all 
those other communities that I’m 
a part of.” 

Lou-Poy was elected to serve a 
three-year term. 


Lou-Poy sits in the chancellor's chair minutes after being installed on June 3. 


STUART CAHILL 

































